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The Great War – the words still hold a fascination even as we pass the ninety-fourth 

anniversary of its start and the ninetieth of its ending. Out of a population of just over 

6,000, Biggleswade saw 199 of its men killed, whilst hundreds of others were wounded. 

This is the story of how the Great War affected Biggleswade through the experiences of those 

who fought and those who remained behind. The book builds and humanises their stories 

in the context of the war, and how this impacted upon a typical town of the period. Letters 

from the men at the front feature throughout, and reveal the stoicism, fortitude, humour and 

determination of those who fought.

   Kenneth Wood’s passion was sparked off at an early age by the stories in his family of the 

death of great uncle Harry, a volunteer for Kitchener’s New Armies, who lost his life on the 

Somme. Here he uses his own research, war diaries and local newspapers to weave local, national 

and international strands of the story together. This fascinating account does not seek to glorify 

war but strives to ensure that these men are not forgotten, and that their sacrifice is remembered

‘Kenneth Wood has added a small but significant stitch to the tapestry 

of the history of Britain in the First World War.’

Professor Gary Sheffield, Centre for First World War Studies,  University of Birmingham


